
WORLD LANGUAGE 
LEVEL 5H FRENCH UNIT 1 

AP THEME: Contemporary Life 

TITLE: Education 
French HS | Intermediate-High | Level 5H | 7-8 Weeks 
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How do different 
societies educate 
their population? 

How should 
educational 
systems evolve to 
meet the needs of a 
community? 

Students use the target language to understand and communicate about: 
● The current structure of public K-12 educational systems in francophone regions 

and in the U.S. 
● Post-secondary educational options 
● The future of education 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

● How does the educational system in France compare to that of the U.S.? 
● What are the requirements for post-secondary study in various francophone countries? 
● What does education look like in francophone regions outside of France? 
● What are the components of an ideal high school? 
● How might education evolve in the future? 

FOCUS STANDARDS 

COMMUNICATION Communicating effectively using the Interpersonal, Interpretive & Presentational Modes 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPRETIVE PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

understand the main idea and some pieces of information on familiar topics from sentences and series of 
connected sentences within texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPERSONAL SPEAKING PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, 
high). I can participate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations on familiar topics, creating 

sentences and series of sentences to ask and answer a variety of questions. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL PRESENTATIONAL PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

communicate information, make presentations, and express my thoughts about familiar topics, using 

sentences and series of connected sentences through spoken, written, or signed language. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL Can Do PERFORMANCE Indicators - INTERMEDIATE HIGH 



      
        

  
          

           

           
         

          
        
            

  
           
        

           
         

           
 

           
   

      
      

   
        

             
          

    
 
  

    
      
     

 

 
    

     
   

 
   

 
      
 

     
  

      

   
 

     
   

 
    

   

Interpretive In various time frames, I can usually... 
● follow the main message in straightforward, and sometimes descriptive, 

paragraph-length informational texts 

● follow the main story and actions expressed in paragraph-length fictional texts 

● understand the main idea and flow of events expressed in conversations and 

discussions. 

Interpersonal Using connected sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a 

variety of questions, often across various time frames, I can… 

● exchange information in conversations and some discussions on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

● interact with others to meet my needs in a variety of situations, sometimes 

involving a complication 

● explain preferences, opinions, and emotions and provide advice on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

Presentational Using a few short paragraphs, often across various time frames, I can… 

● tell stories about school and community events and personal experiences 

● state my viewpoint on familiar or researched topics and provide reasons to 

support it 
● give detailed presentations on a variety of familiar topics and some concrete 

topics I have researched 

CULTURES Relating Cultural Practices & Products to Perspectives 

● Products: uniforms, cafeteria food, transportation to get to school 
● Practices: grading, required testing, post-secondary requirements 

● Perspectives: Students in francophone countries have a very different schedule and 

are required to specialize course work sooner than US students. In some African 

francophone communities, the right to an education is not always supported. 

CONNECTIONS Making Connections to Other Disciplines Acquiring Information & Diverse Viewpoints 
● Social studies ● Using a variety of resources from the 
● Health and wellness target culture to gain understanding of 

diverse perspectives 

COMPARISONS Language Comparisons Cultural Comparisons 
● Vocabulary used for levels of ● Most students don’t have part time jobs 

schooling (numbers in the US vs. after school. 
permière, terminale, etc. in ● Sports don’t always happen within the 
Francophone communities.) school. (sports clubs) 

● Parallel construction using future ● Reflecting on pros and drawbacks of BV 
Schools 

COMMUNITIES School & Global Communities Lifelong Learning 
● Exchange programs ● Self-reflection and desire for continued 
● One’s role in the classroom culture personal growth and enrichment 

and larger building culture 



WORLD LANGUAGE 
LEVEL 5H | Unit 2 

AP Theme: Global Challenges 

Unit Title: Human Rights 
HS French | Intermediate-High | Level 5H | 8 Weeks 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

BIG IDEAS 

 
   

   
   

              

 

  
  
 

  

 
 

         
     

              

         
            
     

         

 

     
      
        
                

  
             

 

       

     
                

         

    
            

            

     
           

           

How would our 
world look without 
basic rights? 

How do different 
communities 
protect/fight for 
their rights? 

Students use the target language to understand and communicate about: 
● Various human rights and animal rights 
● How human and animal rights are defined and by whom in different parts of the 

world 
● Organizations and individuals who fight for and protect various rights 
● The similarities and differences of human and animal rights that are provided in 

our community and in French-speaking communities. 
● How rights are protected in our community and in French-speaking 

communities. 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

How do I use language to 
● define rights for humans and for animals? 
● discuss declarations of human and animal rights across cultures? 
● examine ways individuals and groups fight to obtain and to protect rights for themselves and others in 

French speaking communities? 
● compare how different communities across cultures fight to obtain and to protect human rights? 

FOCUS STANDARDS 

COMMUNICATION Communicating effectively using the Interpersonal, Interpretive & Presentational Modes 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPRETIVE PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

understand the main idea and some pieces of information on familiar topics from sentences and series of 
connected sentences within texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPERSONAL SPEAKING PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, 
high). I can participate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations on familiar topics, creating 

sentences and series of sentences to ask and answer a variety of questions. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL PRESENTATIONAL PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

communicate information, make presentations, and express my thoughts about familiar topics, using 

sentences and series of connected sentences through spoken, written, or signed language. 



       

      
        

  
          

           

           
         

          
        
            

  
           
        

           
         

           
 

           
   

      
     
    

       
   

    

 

    
      
     

 

 
   

  

 
       

  
       

  
      

 

   
      

 
    

ACTFL/NCSSFL Can Do PERFORMANCE Indicators - INTERMEDIATE HIGH 

Interpretive In various time frames, I can usually... 
● follow the main message in straightforward, and sometimes descriptive, 

paragraph-length informational texts 

● follow the main story and actions expressed in paragraph-length fictional texts 

● understand the main idea and flow of events expressed in conversations and 

discussions. 

Interpersonal Using connected sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a 

variety of questions, often across various time frames, I can… 

● exchange information in conversations and some discussions on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

● interact with others to meet my needs in a variety of situations, sometimes 

involving a complication 

● explain preferences, opinions, and emotions and provide advice on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

Presentational Using a few short paragraphs, often across various time frames, I can… 

● tell stories about school and community events and personal experiences 

● state my viewpoint on familiar or researched topics and provide reasons to 

support it 
● give detailed presentations on a variety of familiar topics and some concrete 

topics I have researched 

CULTURES Relating Cultural Practices & Products to Perspectives 

● Products: human and animal rights, laws, privileges, constituency 

● Practices: voting, demonstrations and protests, lobbying 

● Perspectives: People in Francophone communities find human rights and animal 
rights to be essential. 

CONNECTIONS Making Connections to Other Disciplines Acquiring Information & Diverse Viewpoints 
● Science ● Using a variety of resources from the 
● Social studies target culture to gain understanding of 
● Government diverse perspectives 

COMPARISONS Language Comparisons Cultural Comparisons 
● Subjunctive vs. infinitive and ● Rights that are afford to humans in USA 

indicative and French-speaking regions 
● Comparisons (more/less than) ● Rights that are afford to animals in USA 

and French-speaking regions 
● How rights are protected in USA vs. 

French-speaking countries 

COMMUNITIES School & Global Communities Lifelong Learning 
● Rights that are afforded to students in ● Self-reflection and desire for continued 



    
 

   school personal growth and enrichment 
● Privileges in the classroom and 

school community 



WORLD LANGUAGE 
LEVEL 5H FRENCH UNIT 3 

AP THEME: Beauty and Art TITLE: French Cinema 
French HS | Intermediate-High | Level 5H | 6 Weeks 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

BIG IDEAS 

 
     

      
              

 

  
  

         
   

        
        

           

 

               
    

         
          
          
          
             

 

       

     
                

         

    
            

            

     
           

           

       

How is culture Students use the target language to understand and communicate about: 
reflected in cinema? ● Personal preferences regarding cinema. 

● French culture, history, and values reflected in French films. 
● The differences and similarities between French and American films. 
● Various French short films as well as in the feature film, Les Choristes. 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

● How do elements such as subject matter, character development, and dialogue used in film reflect the 
cultural values of French culture? 

● What are the film preferences of French and Americans ? 
● How are French films similar to and different from American films? 
● How has American cinema influenced the film preferences of the French? 
● What are the main themes of the French film, Les Choristes? 
● How do the characters in Les Choristes help develop the themes of the film? 

FOCUS STANDARDS 

COMMUNICATION Communicating effectively using the Interpersonal, Interpretive & Presentational Modes 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPRETIVE PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

understand the main idea and some pieces of information on familiar topics from sentences and series of 
connected sentences within texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPERSONAL SPEAKING PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, 
high). I can participate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations on familiar topics, creating 

sentences and series of sentences to ask and answer a variety of questions. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL PRESENTATIONAL PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

communicate information, make presentations, and express my thoughts about familiar topics, using 

sentences and series of connected sentences through spoken, written, or signed language. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL Can Do PERFORMANCE Indicators - INTERMEDIATE HIGH 



      
        

  
          

           

           
         

          
        
            

  
           
        

           
         

           
 

           
   

      
  
    

      

    
 

 

    
      
     

 

 
    
    

 
    
     

   
   

    

 
    

   

Interpretive In various time frames, I can usually... 
● follow the main message in straightforward, and sometimes descriptive, 

paragraph-length informational texts 

● follow the main story and actions expressed in paragraph-length fictional texts 

● understand the main idea and flow of events expressed in conversations and 

discussions. 

Interpersonal Using connected sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a 

variety of questions, often across various time frames, I can… 

● exchange information in conversations and some discussions on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

● interact with others to meet my needs in a variety of situations, sometimes 

involving a complication 

● explain preferences, opinions, and emotions and provide advice on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

Presentational Using a few short paragraphs, often across various time frames, I can… 

● tell stories about school and community events and personal experiences 

● state my viewpoint on familiar or researched topics and provide reasons to 

support it 
● give detailed presentations on a variety of familiar topics and some concrete 

topics I have researched 

CULTURES Relating Cultural Practices & Products to Perspectives 

● Products: ticket prices, theaters, 
● Practices: Going to the movies, streaming, 
● Perspectives: Film reflects culture, film as a cultural critique 

CONNECTIONS Making Connections to Other Disciplines 
● The arts 
● Social studies 
● History 

COMPARISONS Language Comparisons 
● Verbs that require prepositions Ex: 

(aider à / finir de) 

COMMUNITIES School & Global Communities 
● Watching movies at school 
● Creating videos for a class 

assignment 

Acquiring Information & Diverse Viewpoints 
● Using a variety of resources from the 

target culture to gain understanding of 
diverse perspectives 

Cultural Comparisons 
● American influence on French cinema 
● Common themes in American vs. French 

cinema 

Lifelong Learning 
● Self-reflection and desire for continued 

personal growth and enrichment 



WORLD LANGUAGE 
LEVEL 5H FRENCH Unit 4 

AP THEME: Science and Technology 

TITLE: Bioethics and Medical Advancements 
French HS | Intermediate-High | Level 5H | 7-8 Weeks 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

BIG IDEAS 

 
     

    
    

              

 

  
 

 

 
 

         
            
  
         
          

     

 

           
      
          
      

               

 

       

     
                

         

    
            

            

     
           

           

       

How do the 
perspectives and 
practices regarding 
medical 
advancements 
reflect societal 
attitudes on 
bioethics? 

Students use the target language to understand and communicate about: 
● The ways medical advancements have improved the quality of life in the 20th 

and 21st century. 
● The problems and questions that medical advancements raise in society 
● The role of ethics and law with regard to medical advancements 
● Medical advancements originating from francophone communities 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

● How have medical advancements around the world improved our quality of life? 
● Why do some medical advancements create controversy? 
● What is the role of bioethics in regulating research and practices? 
● What is a society’s responsibility regarding bioethics? 
● How have underprivileged francophone regions benefited from global medical advancements to improve their quality of life? 

FOCUS STANDARDS 

COMMUNICATION Communicating effectively using the Interpersonal, Interpretive & Presentational Modes 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPRETIVE PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

understand the main idea and some pieces of information on familiar topics from sentences and series of 
connected sentences within texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPERSONAL SPEAKING PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, 
high). I can participate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations on familiar topics, creating 

sentences and series of sentences to ask and answer a variety of questions. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL PRESENTATIONAL PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

communicate information, make presentations, and express my thoughts about familiar topics, using 

sentences and series of connected sentences through spoken, written, or signed language. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL Can Do PERFORMANCE Indicators - INTERMEDIATE HIGH 



      
        

  
          

           

           
         

          
        
            

  
           
        

           
         

           
 

           
   

      
 
   

       
      

        
      
     

 

 
    

    
    
   

 
      

    
 

     
 

     
 

   
 

     
  

 
    

   

Interpretive In various time frames, I can usually... 
● follow the main message in straightforward, and sometimes descriptive, 

paragraph-length informational texts 

● follow the main story and actions expressed in paragraph-length fictional texts 

● understand the main idea and flow of events expressed in conversations and 

discussions. 

Interpersonal Using connected sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a 

variety of questions, often across various time frames, I can… 

● exchange information in conversations and some discussions on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

● interact with others to meet my needs in a variety of situations, sometimes 

involving a complication 

● explain preferences, opinions, and emotions and provide advice on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

Presentational Using a few short paragraphs, often across various time frames, I can… 

● tell stories about school and community events and personal experiences 

● state my viewpoint on familiar or researched topics and provide reasons to 

support it 
● give detailed presentations on a variety of familiar topics and some concrete 

topics I have researched 

CULTURES Relating Cultural Practices & Products to Perspectives 

● Products: medical equipment 
● Practices: genetics testing, cloning, IVF 

● Perspectives: Not all communities have equal access to medical advancements; 
medical improvements impact the quality of life 

CONNECTIONS Making Connections to Other Disciplines Acquiring Information & Diverse Viewpoints 
● Science ● Using a variety of resources from the 
● Medicine target culture to gain understanding of 

diverse perspectives 

COMPARISONS Language Comparisons Cultural Comparisons 
● Verb forms required after certain ● Practices that would or would not be 

prepositions (à, de, pour, sans) considered ethical in USA vs. 
● Use of the past infinitive Francophone countries 
● Use of present participles ● Cost of healthcare in USA vs. 

Francophone countries 
● Accessibility of healthcare in USA vs. 

Francophone countries 

COMMUNITIES School & Global Communities Lifelong Learning 
● School nurse ● Self-reflection and desire for continued 
● Measures in schools to keep kids personal growth and enrichment 

healthy and safe 



WORLD LANGUAGE 
LEVEL 5H FRENCH UNIT 5 

AP THEME: Personal and Public Identities 

Unit Title: Our cultural and linguistic identity 
French HS | Intermediate-High | Level 5H | 7-8 Weeks 

ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION 

BIG IDEAS 

 
     

    
      

              

 

  
 

 

    
  

 

         
       
     
          
         
          

 

     
          
        
         
          
       

 

       

     
                

         

    
            

            

     
           

           

How does our 
cultural and 
linguistic identity 
develop? 

Why do we feel the 
need to preserve 
our identity? 

Students use the target language to understand and communicate about: 
● The components of one’s personal and public identity 
● The elements that influence one’s identity 
● The actions one takes to preserve one’s cultural and linguistic identity 
● The impact of other cultures and stereotypes on one’s identity 
● The expressions of cultural and linguistic identity in a francophone community 

GUIDING QUESTIONS 

● What elements make up our identity? 
● How do the languages we speak shape our cultural identity ? 
● How do judgements made by others affect our identity? 
● How do we protect our identities from outside influences ? 
● How is our identity perceived by people of other cultures ? 
● How is the identity of a community reflected? 

FOCUS STANDARDS 

COMMUNICATION Communicating effectively using the Interpersonal, Interpretive & Presentational Modes 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPRETIVE PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

understand the main idea and some pieces of information on familiar topics from sentences and series of 
connected sentences within texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL INTERPERSONAL SPEAKING PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, 
high). I can participate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations on familiar topics, creating 

sentences and series of sentences to ask and answer a variety of questions. 

ACTFL/NCSSFL PRESENTATIONAL PROFICIENCY BENCHMARK: INTERMEDIATE (low, mid, high). I can 

communicate information, make presentations, and express my thoughts about familiar topics, using 

sentences and series of connected sentences through spoken, written, or signed language. 



       

      
        

  
          

           

           
         

          
        
            

  
           
        

           
         

           
 

           
   

      
     

  
          

  

        
      
     

 

 
   
     

 
     
   
    

   
    

     

ACTFL/NCSSFL Can Do PERFORMANCE Indicators - INTERMEDIATE HIGH 

Interpretive In various time frames, I can usually... 
● follow the main message in straightforward, and sometimes descriptive, 

paragraph-length informational texts 

● follow the main story and actions expressed in paragraph-length fictional texts 

● understand the main idea and flow of events expressed in conversations and 

discussions. 

Interpersonal Using connected sentences that may combine to form paragraphs and asking a 

variety of questions, often across various time frames, I can… 

● exchange information in conversations and some discussions on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

● interact with others to meet my needs in a variety of situations, sometimes 

involving a complication 

● explain preferences, opinions, and emotions and provide advice on a variety of 
familiar and some concrete topics that I have researched 

Presentational Using a few short paragraphs, often across various time frames, I can… 

● tell stories about school and community events and personal experiences 

● state my viewpoint on familiar or researched topics and provide reasons to 

support it 
● give detailed presentations on a variety of familiar topics and some concrete 

topics I have researched 

CULTURES Relating Cultural Practices & Products to Perspectives 

● Products: Linguistic identity, Personal identity, Public identity, Stereotypes, 
Nationalism, flags, anthems 

● Practices: Playing the national anthem at a sporting event, reciting the pledge of 
allegiance in USA, 

● Perspectives: 

CONNECTIONS Making Connections to Other Disciplines Acquiring Information & Diverse Viewpoints 
● Linguistics ● Using a variety of resources from the 
● Sociology target culture to gain understanding of 

diverse perspectives 

COMPARISONS Language Comparisons Cultural Comparisons 
● Use of relative pronouns ● How national identity difference in the 
● Not ending a sentence with a USA vs. Francophone countries 

preposition ● How online identities vary between 
American and Francophone teenagers 

● How families celebrate their national 
identities in the USA vs. Francophone 
countries 



   
   

 
    

    
  

    

 
    

   

COMMUNITIES School & Global Communities Lifelong Learning 
● Difference between personal and ● Self-reflection and desire for continued 

public identities personal growth and enrichment 
● How your identity differs depending 

on the environment (school, home, 
work, online, etc. 

● School spirit and spirit weeks 


